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He Mihi

NGĀ MAUNGA

E aku nui, e aku rahi, takahia mai ngā ara 
rau ki Tūranganui-a-Maru, ki Tūranganui-a-
Rua. Piki mai, kake mai ki runga o Tītīrangi, ki 
Wharekōrero o Māia te tipua, o Māia te tahito. 
Nau mai, haramai ki ngā kōrero e pūrongohia nei 
e Te Kuratini o Te Tairāwhiti.

Welcome to this first offering of the revamped 
Te Ao Māori pages in 2007. It is our intention 
as Kahutia, the Department of Māori Studies 
and Social Sciences at Tairāwhiti Polytechnic, 
to present each month kōrero pertaining to our 
many Maunga Rangatira (Important Mountains). 
Join us as we traverse Te Tairāwhiti presenting 
kōrero from the past and present on these pages 
dedicated to increasing our collective knowledge 
of this place we call home.
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Ko Tītīrangi te maunga
Tītīrangi (Kaiti) is the mountain

Ko Tūranganui te awa
Tūranganui is the river

Ko Ngāti Oneone te hapū
The people of Ngāti Oneone are the guardians

Ko Rāwiri Te Eke-tū-o-te-rangi te tangata
Rāwiri Te Eke-tū-o-te-rangi is the chief

Tihe mauri ora!
Alas the breath of life!

MORE commonly known as Kaiti Hill, Tītīrangi stands tall as 
a guardian to this place we call home, Tūranga/Gisborne. From the 
aeons of time, to the arrival of our ancestors, on to the first meeting 
of Māori and Pākehā, to the conflicts between inhabitants and 
settlers, to the impact of growth and development, to the birth of 
a city, Tītīrangi has been witness to all the pages of our voluminous 
history. From its summit we look as far as the eye can see. To 
the south rises the headland of Te Māhia, across the bay stands 
Te Kurī-a-Paoa (Young Nicks Head), inland to Whakapunake, to 
Maungahaumi, to Arowhana, then to Herehereuma, forward to 
Popoia, and sweeping back to the north-east the magnificence of 
Hikurangi. All these iconic landmarks touched by the first rays of 
sunlight each day, which then spread across the rich fertile lands 

upon which we reside.
The name Tītīrangi was said to have been given by the 

commanders of the Takitimu waka where, upon approaching the 
mouth of the river, they commented how much it resembled the 
hill in their homeland on which their waka was made. From this 
journey and that of the Horouta and Te Ikaroa-a-Rauru waka, 
Tītīrangi became home to many generations of new arrivals. Its 
steep escarpments were a natural buffer to repelling invaders, 
while its lower reaches were ideal for the growing of kumara to 
feed its many residents. 

The pā that stood on Tītīrangi was called Whare-kōrero. One 
of its early residents was Hamo-te-rangi (circa 1475), who had 
considerable mana in the district. She married Porourangi, from 
whom the tribe of Ngāti Porou descends, and shifted to live with 
her husband in Whāngārā. Upon the death of Porourangi, Hamo 
was taken as wife by Tahu-pōtiki, Porourangi’s younger brother, 
and settled in Te Waipounamu (the South Island). From that 
union was born the tribe known as Ngāi Tahu (or Kai Tahu).

The famous ancestor Kahungunu (circa 1550) was a visitor to 
Tītīrangi and from its summit he observed the rising smoke from 
burning fires on the flats. This was to lead him to Popoia (near 
Waituhi), the pā of Ruapani, paramount chief of the Tūranga 
area, and marriage to his daughter, Ruarauhanga. Kahungunu 
eventually settled in Māhia but his influence in the Tūranga area 
was to continue through his progeny, the most notable being his 
grandson, Māhaki-a-Tauheikurī, the founding ancestor of the 
tribe Te Āitanga-a-Māhaki.

Other ancestors of the Tūranga and Tairāwhiti area were to 

make Tītīrangi home, including Materoa (circa 1625), who with 
her second husband, Tama-te-rongo — a great-great-grandson of 
Kahungunu and Rongowhakaata — had nine children. Most of 
the tribes of Tūranga also trace descent from Materoa and Tama-
te-rongo, while from Materoa’s first marriage a son, Tamaihu, was 
born and from him Te Āitanga-a-Mate tribe of the East Coast 
descend.

At the time of the arrival of Captain James Cook on the HM 
Bark Endeavour in October 1769, Tītīrangi was still thriving. As 
botanist Joseph Banks observed, “On a small peninsula at the NE 
head we could plainly see a regular paling, pretty high, enclosing 
the top of a hill.” From these “palings”, tangata whenua witnessed 
events that were to change the landscape of Tūranga and Aotearoa 
forever.

Today Tītīrangi stands as the symbol of past and present. It 
has been established as a reserve for all the community to enjoy 
and every day locals follow in the footsteps of its former residents, 
trudging the road and pathways to its summit and down again 
for peace of mind and body, pausing for a moment to swallow the 
breathtaking views from its look-out points. So next time you’re 
up there on Kaiti Hill, imagine yourself back in the day and the 
events that moulded our history, for you too would have seen it all 
from the hallowed ridges of Tītīrangi.

Tītīrangi, he maunga teitei, he maunga ahuru, he maunga tū tonu 
— Tītīrangi, a lofty mountain, the sentinel mountain that keeps guard 
over us, her people of Tūranga; a mountain that stands forever.

Tītīrangi (Kaiti Hill)

“Ehara ko te hīkoi noa iho, he hokinga mahara ki te ao o neherā, 
he oranga mo te tinana, te hinengaro, te wairua hoki . . . (Kuini 
Moehau Reedy)

WHEN we stop to consider how Tītīrangi adds richness to our 
community today, one cannot think far past the many pairs of feet 
that traverse its twists and turns each day.

According to Kuini Moehau Reedy and her whānau, “walking 
Tītīrangi is so much more than keeping fit”.

“It is about maintaining a connection with the land and the 

environment that gives us life. It is a way to connect to what has 
been before, the history, our ancestors, to the world of time gone 
by.

“It is also for some a time to stop and engage with this place, 
our home,” says Kuini.

“Walking Tītīrangi one cannot help but admire the views of the 
Bay stretching below, admire Te Kurī-a-Paoa, sigh at the beauty 
of lands stretching out below, the rivers green and beautiful, the 
sprawling buildings, the ever-changing environment.

“Each day there is something different to engage across the 

whole spectrum of wellbeing. The wind blows warm and cool, 
sometimes there is rain, different birds hover and soar, trees change, 
the seasons bring different colours and a new experience. These 
things bring life and relief to the mind, spirit, body and heart.”

Kuini refers to this as “Ngā pūkarakara o te ao” — a sprawling 
palette of colour.

“Nature’s gift to us every day, free of charge, no strings. Our only 
responsibility is to care for the whenua and the environment, to 
leave only footprints behind, a full heart, healthy body and settled 
spirit.”

In pursuit of wellbeing
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